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BINGLEY. I only lately learned that you were in town last spring.
When I left in November, I loved you already. It was my grave error
to allow myself to be persuaded that you were indifferent.

JANE. I was not, I am not...indifferent.
BINGLEY. No. Nor am L.

(MRS. BENNET and ELIZABETH resume their roles and return
to the scene.)

MRS. BENNET. (Rushing back in:;) Oh, my dear, dear Jane! I am so
happy! I knew how it would be. I always said it must be so; I was
sure you could not be so beautiful for nothing.

BINGLEY. Pardon me, madam. I must go and speak at once with
Mr. Bennet.

(BINGLEY exits.)

JANE. "Tis too much! I do not deserve it! Oh, why is not everybody
as happy?

ELIZABETH. No one could deserve it more than you.
JANE. If I could but see you as happy!

ELIZABETH. Till I have your disposition, your goodness, I never
could be so happy as you. Perhaps, if I have very good luck, I may
meet with another Mr. Collins in time.

(ACTOR A enters, as all three actresses break out of their roles.
Each of the actresses clearly feels ELIZABETH has earned her
happy ending.)

ACTRESS C. Now?

ACTRESS B. Now?

ACTRESS A. Now?

(All three ACTRESSES look at ACTOR A. After a beat, ACTOR
A shakes his head.)

ACTOR A. No. Not yet.

Scene 13

(ACTOR B enters, perhaps carrying a prop or costume item for
ACTRESS B to take as LADY CATHERINE.)

ACTOR B. Lady Catherine Visits Longbourn.
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S ta rtACTORS A and B exit. LADY CATHERINE approaches ELIZ-

ABETH and MRS. BENNET.)

LADY CATHERINE. I hope you are well, Miss Bennet. That lady, I
suppose, is your mother.

ELIZABETH. She is.

LADY CATHERINE. This must be a most inconvenient sitting
room after dinner. The windows face west, and must receive an
unpleasant sort of sunlight.

MRS. BENNET. I assure your ladyship, we never sit here after
dinner.

LADY CATHERINE. Miss Bennet, I am going to take a walk. Will
you favor me with your company?

(LADY CATHERINE and ELIZABETH take a walk, as MRS.
BENNET departs the scene.)

LADY CATHERINE. You can be at no loss, Miss Bennet, to
understand the reason of my journey hither.

ELIZABETH. Indeed, you are mistaken, Madam. I have not been
able to account for the honor of seeing you here.

LADY CATHERINE. Miss Bennet, a report of a most alarming nature
reached me two days ago. I was told that not only your sister was
on the point of being most advantageously married, but that you,
that Miss Elizabeth Bennet, would in all likelihood be soon united
to my nephew, my own nephew, Mr. Darcy. Though I know it must
be a scandalous falsehood, I instantly set off to make my sentiments
known to you.

ELIZABETH. If you believed it impossible to be true, I wonder you
took the trouble of coming so far. What could be your purpose?

LADY CATHERINE. At once to insist upon having such a report
universally contradicted.

ELIZABETH. Your coming to see me will be seen as rather a
confirmation of it—if, indeed, such a report is in existence.

LADY CATHERINE. If! Have not you circulated it yourself? Do you
not know that such a report is spread abroad?

ELIZABETH. I have never heard that it was.

LADY CATHERINE. And can you likewise declare that there is no
foundation for it?

ELIZABETH. I do not pretend to possess your ladyship’s frankness.
You may ask questions which I shall not choose to answer.
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LADY CATHERINE. Miss Bennet, I insist on being satisfied. Has
he, has my nephew, made you an offer of marriage?

ELIZABETH. Your ladyship has declared it to be impossible.

LADY CATHERINE. Miss Bennet, let me be rightly understood.
This match, to which you have the presumption to aspire, can never
take place. Mr. Darcy is engaged to my daughter, and has been so
from his earliest hours. He is destined for her. Now what have you
to say?

ELIZABETH. Only that if he is so, you have no cause for concern.

LADY CATHERINE. Obstinate, headstrong girl! Tell me once for
all, are you engaged to him?

(There is a brief pause.)
ELIZABETH. [ am not.

LADY CATHERINE. And will you promise me never to enter into
such an engagement?

ELIZABETH. I will make no promise of the kind.

LADY CATHERINE. Miss Bennet, I shall not go away till you have
given me the assurance I require.

ELIZABETH. And I certainly shall never give it. Your ladyship has
widely mistaken my character if you think I can be worked on by
such persuasions. I must beg to be importuned no farther on the
subject.

LADY CATHERINE. Not so hasty, if you please. l am no stranger to
the particulars of your youngest sister’s infamous elopement. Is such
a one to be my nephew’s sister? You unfeeling, selfish girl!

ELIZABETH. Lady Catherine, you have insulted me inevery possible
way. I must beg to return to the house. I have nothing farther to say.

LADY CATHERINE. You are then resolved to have him?

ELIZABETH. I have said no such thing. I am only resolved to act
in that manner which will, in my own opinion, constitute my
happiness.

LADY CATHERINE. And this is your final answer! Very well. I
shall now know how to act. Do not imagine that your ambition will
ever be gratified. I take no leave of you, Miss Bennet. You deserve no
such attention. I am most seriously displeased.

E 'LADY CATHERINE exits. MRS. BENNET enters.)

Pride@Prejudice g1

MRS. BENNET. Oh, Lizzy! Why does not Lady Catherine come i
again and rest herself? em

ELIZABETH. She did not choose it.

MRS. BENNET. She is a very fine looking womay! And .
here was prodigiously civil!l Had she something Dartieulgreltfoczglig
you, Lizzy? yto

ELIZABETH. (Still speaking to MRS. BENNET:) El{zabeth )
to give into a little falsehood here; for to acknowlg dge the“;iifil ced
of their conversation was impossible. SIS

(The actresses drop their roles again. They are even i
for ELIZABETH to get her happy ending,) ¢ more anxious

ACTRESS C. Now?
(ACTRESS B enters.)
ACTRESS B. Now?
(ACTOR B enters.)
ACTOR B. Now?
ACTRESS A. Now?

(ACTOR A enters again. The others look at Ljm. A b
A nods,) eat. ACTOR

ACTOR A. Now.
(The others exhale with relief, and anticipatiyy.)

Scene 14

ACTOR B. (Pleased finally to be able to announce thig scene; o
Second Proposal. s scenes) Mr. Darcy's

(ACTOR B becomes BINGLEY. He walky next ¢
DARCY and ELIZABETH walk behind theryy 7o %

BINGLEY. Mr. Bingley brings Mr. Darcy to Longpour
a walk with Jane and Elizabeth. § 0. They go for

JANE. Jane and Bingley soon fall behind.

(ACTOR A and ACTRESS B step out of the sc .
ACTRESS C, remaining on stage to waty, the i’;gnglg‘f? jom
ELIZABETH and DARCY.) elween



