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wherever she is known, and that Jane and I will not be disgraced as
well?

MR. BENNET. My love, wherever you and Jane are known you
must be respected and valued. Let Lydia go. She is luckily too poor
to be an object of prey to the officers in Brighton. Let us hope that
her being there may teach her her own insignificance.

ELIZABETH. With this answer Elizabeth was forced to be content.
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Start

(ACTRESS B enters. As she names MR. and MRS. GARDINER,
ACTOR B and ACTRESS C present themselves.)

ACTRESS B. (Showing illustrations, and speaking as if to children:) This
summary of Pride and Prejudice has been written for kids and young
people. If you find the main summary too difficult, then try this
instead. It should be okay for anyone older than ten. Even younger
if you're really smart! Elizabeth visits the north of England with
her aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner. They go to Pemberley.
Pemberley is Mr. Darcy’s big, beautiful house in Derbyshire.

(ELIZABETH joins MR. and MRS. GARDINER.)
ELIZABETH. Perhaps you could visit Pemberly without me.

MRS. GARDINER. Lizzy, would you not like to see a place of
which you have heard so much? I am assured the family is away in
London, so you should have no risk of meeting Mr. Darcy.

ACTRESS B. (Still to children:) Mr. Darcy’s housekeeper gives them a
tour of Pemberley, and says that Mr. Darcy is a kind man.

MRS. GARDINER. This fine account of him is not quite consistent
with what we have heard and seen, is it Lizzy?

ELIZABETH. Perhaps we might be deceived.

ACTRESS B. (Still to children:) Darcy returns to Pemberley, surprising
Elizabeth.

(ACTRESS B exits, as ACTOR B steps out of his role and the
sound of a film projector comes in again. DARCY enters. For each
of these three snippets, DARCY and ELIZABETH strike a new
pose, as from the movie.)

ACTOR B. Movie quotes from Pride and Prejudice (1940):

ELIZABETH. I thought you were in London, Mr. Darcy.
DARCY. Oh. Yes.

ACTOR B. Movie quotes from Pride and Prejudice (1995 miniseries):
ELIZABETH. Mr. Darcy.
DARCY. Miss Bennet. I...

ELIZABETH. I did not expect to see you, sir. We understood the
family were from home, or we should never have...

DARCY. I returned a day early.
ACTOR B. Movie quotes from Pride and Prejudice (2005):

ELIZABETH. (Perhaps sounding a touch like Keira Knightley:) I thought
you were in London.

DARCY. No...No. 'm not.

(The movie sequerice ends. ELIZABETH and DARCY return
to their usual selves. ACTOR B is MR. GARDINER again, and
rejoins MRS, GARDINER.)

ELIZABETH. (Uncertain what to say;) Your house is charming, and
the grounds...

DARCY. (Graciously:) Would you do me the honor of introducing me
to your friends?

ELIZABETH. Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner, my uncle and aunt.
DARCY. It is my pleasure to meet your relations.
(To the GARDINERS:)
You are very welcome at Pemberley.
MRS. GARDINER. We did not expect to find you here.

DARCY. Indeed, it is my good fortune that I have come back earlier
than planned.

MR. GARDINER. You must take great satisfaction always in re-
turning to so beautiful a setting.

DARCY. You are kind to say so. There are indeed many pleasures
for me here, and you have added to them with your visit.

MR. GARDINER. Your housekeeper was kind enough to give us a
tour of the house, and we were just now admiring the stream.

DARCY. Do you enjoy fishing?
MR. GARDINER. I do indeed, when the opportunity arises.

DARCY. Then you must fish here as often as you choose while you
are in the neighborhood. I can easily supply you with tackle, and
point out where you will find the most sport.
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(To ELIZABETH:)

Miss.Bennet, will you allow me—or do I ask too much—to introduce
my sister to your acquaintance during your stay?

ELIZABETH. (Surprised:) Why, I...of course.

DARCY. She joins me tomorrow, along with others whom you know:
Mr. Bingley and his sister. Will you walk into the house?

ELIZABETH. Thank you, but I believe my aunt and uncle are ready
to return to our lodgings.

DARCY. Then I take my leave, until tomorrow.
(There is a pause.)
ELIZABETH. (Still surprised:) Until tomorrow.
(DARCY exits.)
MR. GARDINER. He is perfectly well behaved—polite and unassuming.
MRS. GARDINER. He was really very attentive.

MR. _GARDINER. Though some people call him proud, I have seen
nothing of it.

MRS. GARDINER. Lizzy, how came you to tell us that he was so
disagreeable?

ELIZABETH. I have never seen him so pleasant as this morning. I
know not how to explain it. .

ACTRESS C. (Breaking out of her role as MRS. GARDINER:) Study
Ql‘,lestlons for Elizabeth’s visit to Pemberley! Number one: When
Ehzabeth meets Darcy at the Pemberley Estate, she is surprised b
his behavior. What does Elizabeth think has caused this change iz
Darcy? ¢

ELIZABETH. Why is he so altered? It cannot be for my sake that his

manners are thus softened. It is impossible that he should still love
me.

ACTRESS C. Number two: How does Elizabeth feel about Darcy’s

intention of introducing his sister? Describe Elizabeth’s meeting
with Miss Darcy.

(DARCY enters with GEORGIANA [ACTRESS B]. They
approach ELIZABETH.)

DARCY. Georgiana, allow me to introduce Miss Elizabeth Bennet.

GEORGIANA. My brother has spoken so highly of
almost frightened to meet you. & ghly of you. I was

ELIZABETH. If he has spoken well of me, it is more than I have
earned.

DARCY. You should not say so.

GEORGIANA. I hope you will visit us often during your stay.

DARCY. It will be my pleasure to see you both better acquainted.
(DARCY and GEORGIANA step back from the action.)

ACTRESS C. Number three: When Elizabeth meets Mr. Bingley, she

detects some hints that he may still be thinking of Jane. What are
those hints?
(ACTOR B steps into the action as BINGLEY.)
BINGLEY. (Enthusiastic;; How wonderful to see you again. It is a
very long time since I have had the pleasure of seeing you and your
sister.
ELIZABETH. Yes, she—
BINGLEY. It is above eight months. I have not met Miss Jane Bennet
since the 26th of November, when we were all dancing together at
Netherfield.
ELIZABETH. Mr. Bingley, I am pleased to find your memory so
exact.
ACTRESS C. Number four: Describe Flizabeth’s meeting with
Caroline Bingley.
(BINGLEY steps out of the action. ACTRESS B steps in as
CAROLINE.)

CAROLINE. Miss Bennet, how unexpected to discover you here.
Your family are...unchanged?

ELIZABETH. Indeed, we are all precisely as we were—neither
better nor worse.

ACTRESS C. Number five: How does Caroline Bingley behave
toward Darcy after seeing Elizabeth?

(CAROLINE moves from ELIZABETH to DARCY.)

CAROLINE. How veryill Elizabeth Bennet looks this morning, Mr.
Darcy. She is grown so brown and coarse!

DARCY. I perceive no other alteration than her being tanned—an
expected consequence of travelling in the summer.

CAROLINE. For my own part, I must confess that I never could
see any beauty in her. As for her eyes—which have sometimes been
called so fine—I never could perceive anything extraordinary in
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them. I recollect you did not find her a beauty when we met her at
Netherfield.

DARCY. Yes, but that was only when I first knew her. For many

months now I have considered her one of the handsomest women
of my acquaintance.

(CAROLINE does not know what to say. She exits, as DARCY
steps to the side of the stage.)

ACTRESS C. Number six: How does Elizabeth feel about Darcy

after spending more time with him? Can gratitude, esteem and
respect be a good foundation of love?

(ACTRESS C rather suspects that the answer is yes. She steps to
the side of the stage.)

ELIZABETH. ( Discovering as she speaks:) I do not hate him; no, hatred
vanished long ago. I am ashamed ever to have felt it. Respect, yes,
and esteem. But more: gratitude. He has loved me. He loves me still
well enough to forgive the manner in which I rejected him. Such a
change in a man of so much pride. If he can change so, might I...?

ACTOR B. (Breaking into the action:) A Letter Comes from Jane.
ELIZABETH. (Not ready to move on:) Might I?
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End

ACTOR B. (more forcefully, and handing ELIZABETH a letter:) A Letter
Comes from Jane.

Scene 9

(ELIZABETH takes the letter and looks at it, as ACTOR B joins
ACTRESS C at the side of the stage.)

ELIZABETH. (Distraught;) My uncle—where is my uncle?
(DARCY enters the scene.)
DARCY. Good afternoon, Miss Bennet, I—

ELIZABETH. I beg your pardon, but I must leave you. I must find
Mr. Gardiner this moment.

DARCY. What is the matter? I will not detain you a minute, but let
the servant find Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner. You are not well enough to
go.

(MR. GARDINER and MRS. GARDINER enter the scene. )
MRS. GARDINER. Lizzy! What is the matter?
DARCY. A glass of wine—shall I get you one? You are very ill.

ELIZABETH. No, I thank you; there is nothing the matter with me. I
am only distressed by some dreadful news from Longbourn.

(ELIZABETH cannot continue.)
MRS. GARDINER. What is it, Lizzy?

H. I have just had a letter from Jane. Lydia has left all her
E:%:fcili]il;s eloped—lwith Mr. Wickham. They are gone off tc;lge’fhetr
from Brighton. Mr. Darcy, you know him too well to doubt t hg 1ei ;
She has no money, no connections, nothing that can tempt him to
marry her. She is lost forever.

DARCY. I might have prevented it.
MRS. GARDINER. Is it absolutely certain?

ELIZABETH. Oh, yes! They left Brighton together on Sunday night,
and were traced almost to London.

MR. GARDINER. What has been attempted to recover her?

i thing can be done.
LIZABETH. My father is gone to London, but no ;
&ow is such a m};n to be worked on? Oh, had I explained but some
part of what I knew. But it is too late now.

DARCY. I wish that I could say or do anything that migh_t offer %0}1
consolation—but I will not torment you with my vain wishes. is
unfortunate affair will also prevent my sister’s having the pleasure
of seeing you at Pemberley today.

ELIZABETH. Be so kind as to apologize for me to Miss Darcy. Sa}{
that urgent business calls us home immediately, but please concea
the truth as long as it is possible.

DARCY. Of course.
(Pause.)

Let us hope for a happier conclusion than we may now expect. I
wish you a safe journey home to Longbourn.

(DARCY exits, and the others break out of the scene.)

Scene 10

(ACTOR B steps forward.)
ACTOR B. Elizabeth Returns to Longbourn.
(JANE enters, and goes to ELIZABETH.)
JANE. Thank goodness you are home.



