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ACTOR B. (Obediently?) The entailm
! ent: Mr. g
estate of two thousand a P — nt: Mr. Bennet'’s property, an

ACTRESS C. ( Interrupting:) Unfortunately for his five daughters—

ACTOR B.. —thg estate was entailed. Without a male heir, the estate
was to be inherited by a distant relation, a Mr. Collins.

MRS. BENNET (Mournfully;
. ;) Mrs. Bennet also had i i
enough to supply a living for her daughters. ¢ not Inerlted

(ACTRESS B enters to add her vital information.)

S t é(ffs B. There are five Bennet si i
ACTRESS C stops ACTRESS B with a glare.)

ACTOR B. Jane Goes to Netherfield.
(ACTRESS B becomes JANE. )
JANE. Jane received a letter from Netherfield.

(ACTOR B suddenly becomes the F
to JANE.) Y es the FOOTMAN. He hands g letter

FOOTMAN. (Amending, irked:) A footm
g ; an ent i
from Netherfield, and waited for an answein ered o PR ke

JANE. (Taking the letter with no ack
“My dear friend, acknowledgement of the FOOTMAN;)

Be so compassionate as to dine today with Louisa and me. Come

as soon as you can on the receipt of thi i i
. p is. My brother is to dine out.

Caroline Bingley”
MRS. BENNET. The brother is dining out? That is very unlucky.
JANE. May I take the carriage?

MRS. BENNET. No, my dear, you had better go on horseback,

because it i - :
ol i lr(1et1 seems likely to rain; and then you will be forced to stay

JANE. I had much rather go in the coach.

MRS. BENNET. (Optimistically:) N
doubt of po0r e }lljer, cally:) Now off you go by horse. I have no

(ACTOR A enters, crossing during his next lines.)

ACTOR A. Her hopes were an
before it rained harlfi swered. Jane had not been gone long

MRS. BENNET. That was a lucky idea of mine, indeed.
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ACTOR A. Said Mrs. Bennet, as if the credit of making it rain were

all her own.

(ACTOR A exits.)

ACTRESS B. The next morning, the following note came from
Netherfield for Elizabeth.

(ELIZABETH enters.)
FOOTMAN. (Correcting, and handing a note to ELIZABETH:) The
next morning a servant from Netherfield brought the following note
for Elizabeth.

JANE. (Speaking the note that ELIZABETH is holding:)

My dearest Lizzy,

| find myself very unwell this morning, which I suppose is from my
petting wet through yesterday. My kind friends will not hear of my
returning home till T am better. Do not be alarmed —excepting a sore
throat and head ache, there is not much the matter with me. Yours,

and etcetera,
Jane

(JANE exits. ACTOR B changes to MR. BENNET.)

MR. BENNET. Well, my dear, if your daughter should die, it will be
a comfort to know that it was all in pursuit of Mr. Bingley.

MRS. BENNET. Oh! I am not at all afraid of her dying. People do
not die of little trifling colds. She will be taken good care of. As long
as she stays there, it is all very well.

ELIZABETH. I will go to her.
MRS. BENNET. Sadly, the carriage is being repaired.

ELIZABETH. Then I will walk. It is only three miles; I shall be back
by dinner.

MRS. BENNET. How can you be so silly as to think of such a thing,
in all this dirt! You will not be fit to be seen when you get there.

ELIZABETH. I shall be very fit to see Jane, which is all I want.
(MRS. BENNET exits.)

ACTOR B. Elizabeth arrived at the house with weary ankles, dirty
stockings, and a face glowing with the warmth of exercise.

(CAROLINE and DARCY enter, as ELIZABETH completes her
walk to them.)

CAROLINE. That she should have walked three miles in such dirty
weather, and by herself, was almost incredible to Miss Bingley.
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DARCY. Mr. Darcy was divided between admiration of the
brilliancy which exercise had given to her complexion, and doubt as
to the occasion’s justifying her coming so far alone.

DOCTOR. The doctor came and said that Jane had caught a violent
cold, and advised a return to her bed.

ELIZABETH. Elizabeth was not willing to part with Jane, and plans
were made for her to remain at Netherfield.

ACTRESS B. A supply of clothes was received—

FOOTMAN. (Interrupting, outraged:) A footman brought a supply of
clothes.

(ACTRESS C comes on energetically.)

ACTRESS C. Research and discuss: Servants. Ask your students
how servants are presented in Austen’s book. What importance do
their lives have? Ask them to find out about the numbers, and the
lives of servants in Britain when Austen was alive. Why do they
think Austen chooses to portray servants in this way?

ACTRESS B. (Finally acknowledging the existence of the FOOTMAN:)

A footman was dispatched to Longbourn to bring back a supply of
clothes.

FOOTMAN. Thank you.

ACTRESS A. Another letter from Jane Austen to her sister:

JANE AUSTEN. My Dearest Cassandra,

James went to Winchester Fair yesterday, and bought a new horse,
and Mary has got a new maid—two great acquisitions. One comes
from Folly farm, is about five years old, and thought very pretty;
and the other is niece to Dinah at Kintbury.

Yours affectionately,

JA.

(ACTRESS C exits. ELIZABETH addresses CAROLINE, BING-
LEY, and DARCY.)

ELIZABETH. At dinner, Elizabeth had to report that Jane was by
no means better.

CAROLINE. Caroline Bingley repeated three or four times how
much she was grieved, how shocking it was to have a bad cold, and
how excessively she disliked being ill herself.

BINGLEY. Her brother’s concern for Jane was most evident, however.

ELIZABETH. When dinner was over, Elizabeth returned directly
to Jane.
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(ELIZABETH exits.)

CAROLINE. Finally! I find her manners to be very bad indee@; she
has no conversation, no style, no taste, no beauty. She has nothing to
recommend her but being an excellent walker. 1 ;hall never forget her
appearance this morning. She looked almost wild.

BINGLEY.I thought Miss Elizabeth Bennet looked remarkably well.

CAROLINE. Why must she be scampering about the country,
because her sister had a cold? Her hair so untidy, her petticoat six
inches deep in mud.

BINGLEY. Her dirty petticoat quite escaped my notice.

CAROLINE. You observed it, Mr. Darcy, I am sure. Iam afraid that
this adventure has rather affected your admiration of her fine eyes.

DARCY. Not at all; they were brightened by the exercise.
CAROLINE. A short pause followed this statement.
(Everyone takes a short pause.)

CAROLINE. Jane Bennet is a very sweet girl. But with spch a father
and mother, and such low connections, I am afraid there isno chance
of her marrying well.

BINGLEY. Their family does not make either of them one jot less
agreeable.
DARCY. But it must lessen their chance of marrying men of any
consideration.

(ELIZABETH enters.)
ELIZABETH. After Jane had fallen asleep, Elizabeth returned to the
drawing room.
CAROLINE. You must join us at loo!
ACTOR A. (Briefly not DARCY:) Loo: a card game with a flexible
number of players.
ELIZABETH. I will amuse myself with a book.

(ELIZABETH sits apart from the others and reads.)

CAROLINE. Do you prefer reading to cards? That is rather singular.
What a delightful library you have at Pemberley, Mr. Darcy! Is your
sister much grown since the spring?

DARCY. She is now about Miss Elizabeth Bennet’s height.

CAROLINE. How I long to see her again! She is so extremely
accomplished for her age.
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BINGLEY. It is amazing to me how young ladies can be so very
accomplished as they all are. They all paint tables, play on the piano-
forte, knit purses.

DARCY. I cannot think of more than half a dozen I have ever met
that are truly accomplished.

ELIZABETH. You must comprehend a great deal in your idea of an
accomplished woman.

DARCY. Yes, I do.

CAROLINE. Indeed, a woman must have a thorough knowledge
of music, singing, drawing, dancing, and the modern languages, to
be truly accomplished, and she must possess a certain something in
her manner, to deserve the word.

DARCY. And to all this she must add something more substantial,
in the improvement of her mind by extensive reading.

ELIZABETH. I am now surprised at your knowing any women
whom you consider accomplished.

(ACTRESS C runs back on stage, and the others drop their roles.)

ACTRESS C. Ijust read a thought-provoking question: Did Caroline
Bingley love Mr. Darcy?

ACTOR B. No. But I do think she loved what he could offer her.
Wealth. Status. Security. Influence. Importance. And that was
enough to constitute love in 19th century England.

ACTRESS A. That is an interesting question and one that I have
certainly never considered before. I agree that Caroline Bingley
didn’t actually love Mr. Darcy, but just wanted what she knew she
would get by becoming his wife. I think she probably wanted it even
more when Lizzy came along, because there was more of a challenge
then and she was also jealous.

(ACTRESS C becomes MRS. BENNET, making a grand entrance.
The others watch in some horrot,)

ACTOR A. Now there’s a scene in which Mrs. Bennet visits
Netherfield. She is inappropriate and vulgar, saying things like:

MRS. BENNET. I cannot see that London has any great advantage
over the country, except the shops and public places

ACTOR A. And

MRS. BENNET. As to not meeting with many people in this
neighborhood, I believe there are few neighborhoods larger.

ACTOR A. And
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MRS. BENNET. What an agreeable man Sir William is! He has
always something to say to everybody. That is my idea of good
breeding; and those persons who fancy themselves very important
and never open their mouths, quite mistake the matter.

ACTOR A. And

MRS. BENNET. I do not like to boast of my own child, but to be
sure, Jane—one does not often see anybody better looking.

BINGLEY. Bingley does his best to overlook her behavior.
ELIZABETH. Elizabeth cringes and hurries her mother away.
(ELIZABETH hurries MRS. BENNET away.)

CAROLINE. Miss Bingley mocks Mrs. Bennet’s behavior, and
encourages Mr. Darcy to join her.

DARCY. (To CAROLINE:) Mr. Darcy declines.

'AQITRESS A returns.)
E(HE@ The next evening at Netherfield, Mr. Darcy is writing
\is sister a letter in the drawing room.

(ACTRESS A, as ELIZABETH, joins BINGLEY. DARCY sits
apart from the others, writing. CAROLINE gradually approaches
DARCY.)

CAROLINE. How delighted Miss Darcy will be to receive such a
letter!

(There is a pause. ELIZABETH is amused.)
CAROLINE. You write uncommonly fast.
DARCY. You are mistaken. I write rather slowly.
CAROLINE. Pray tell your sister that I long to see her.
DARCY. I have already told her so once, by your request.

CAROLINE. I am afraid you do not like your pen. Let me mend it
for you. I mend pens remarkably well.

DARCY. Thank you, but I always mend my own.
(There is a pause. ELIZABETH is amused.)

CAROLINE. Do you always write such charming long letters, Mr.
Darcy?

DARCY. They are generally long; but whether always charming, it
is not for me to determine.

CAROLINE. But you write with such ease.



