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f01j Mr, D.arcy, I can assure you that Lizzy does not lose much by not
suiting his fancy. He is a most disagreeable, horrid man, not at all
worth pleasing. Not handsome enough to dance with! T quite detest
the man.

(MRS. BENNET exits,)
ACTRESS A. Another letter from Jane Austen to her sister:

JANE AUSTEN. My dear Cassandra,

You scold me so much in the nice long letter that I have this moment
received from you, that I am almost afraid to tell you how my Irish
friend and I'behaved. Imagine to yourself everything most profligate
and shocking in the way of dancing and sitting down together
Mr. Tom Lefroy’s birthday was yesterday; he is a very gentleman—'
like, good-looking, pleasant young man, I assure you. I can expose
myself, however, only once more, because he leaves the country
soon after next Friday.

I am ever yours,

J.A.

ACTRESS A. Question: Who was Tom Lefroy, and was Jane Austen
really in love with him?

ACTOR B. (Entering:) Answer: It’s hard to know too much about the
personal side of Jane Austen. We know her family history and where
she lived, even names of her friends. But after her death, her sister
Cassandra burnt all her personal papers, which probably would
have provided answers to many of our questions.

ACTRESS C. (Entering:) I think only Cassandra knew what Jane was
really thinking, but I'm sure she had a crush. I guess that the romantic
in me chooses to believe that she did have someone that she loved like
that, and that loved her with that passion as well. The extent of how
far the “flirtation” between Tom and her went will forever be open
ended, but I think that she would've wanted it that way.

Start

ACTOR B. Three Conversations After the Ball.
(ACTRESS C exits.)
ACTRESS A. Conversation number one: Jane and Elizabeth.

(ACTRESS A becomes ELIZABETH and ACTRESS B becomes
JANE.)

Scene 3
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JANE. Oh, Lizzy, Mr. Bingley is just what a young man ought to be:
sensible, good humored, lively. Such happy manners, so much ease,
and such perfect breeding!

ELIZABETH. He is also handsome, which a young man ought
likewise to be, if he possibly can.

JANE. I was very much flattered by his asking me to dance a second
time. I did not expect such a compliment.

ELIZABETH. No? I did for you. He could not help seeing that you
were about five times as pretty as every other woman in the room.
Well, he certainly is very agreeable, and I give you leave to like him.
You have liked many a stupider person.

JANE. Lizzy!

ELIZABETH. You never see a fault in anybody. Did you like his
sisters, too? Their manners are not equal to his.

JANE. Not at first, but they are very pleasing when you converse
with them, very charming.

ACTOR B. Conversation number two: Bingley and Darcy.

(MR. DARCY enters as ACTOR B becomes MR. BINGLEY.
ACTRESSES A and B remain on stage.)

BINGLEY. I never met with pleasanter people, Darcy, or with prettier
girls in my life. Everybody was so kind and attentive.

DARCY. I saw a collection of people in whom there was little beauty
and no fashion, for none of whom I felt the slightest interest, and
from none of whom I received either attention or pleasure.
BINGLEY. As to Miss Bennet, I cannot conceive an angel more
beautiful.

ACTRESS B. Jane is often referred to as “Miss Bennet.” The first
name of the eldest, unmarried daughter of a family is often omitted.
DARCY. I acknowledge Miss Bennet to be pretty, but she smiled too
much.

ACTRESS B. Mr. Bingley’s sister Caroline voiced her opinion as
well.

(ACTRESS B becormes CAROLINE BINGLEY and approaches
BINGLEY and DARCY.)

CAROLINE. I believe Miss Bennet a sweet girl, and one I should not
object to know more of.

(ACTORS A and B, and ACTRESS B, exit.)
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ACTRESS A. Conversation number three: Elizabeth and Charlotte.

ACTRESS C. Charlotte Lucas is twenty-seven, unmarried
Elizabeth’s closest friend. i ’ arried, and

(ACTRESSES A and C become ELIZABETH and -
CoTTE) and CHAR

CHARLOTTE. Poor Lizzy! To be only just tolerable. Mr. Darcy is not
worth listening to. Still, one cannot wonder that a young man with
such a family and fortune should think highly of himself. If I may
so express it, he has a right to be proud.

ELIZABETH. And T could easily forgive his pride, if he had not
mortified mine. Charlotte, I may safely promise you never to dance
with him.

CHARLOTTE. I do think that Mr. Bingley admires Jane.
ELIZABETH. It is equally evident that Jane admires him.

CHARLOTTE. Not evident enough, Lizzy. Bingley likes your sister
undoubtedly; but he may never do more than like her, if she does
not help him on. Jane should make the most of every half hour in
which she can command his attention.

ELIZABETH. Your plan is a good one, and if [ were determined to
get a rich husband, or any husband, I dare say I should adopt it.

CHARLQTTE. Happiness in marriage is entirely a matter of chance.
I believe it is better to know as little as possible of the defects of the
person with whom you are to pass your life.

ELIZABETH. You make me laugh, Charlotte, but you know it is not
sound. You would never act in this way yourself.

(ACTRESS C breaks out of the role of CHARLOTTE, with an
urgent question. In response to her question, all the other cast
members return.)

ACTRESS C. Topic: Why do you hate Mrs. Bennet so much? I'm sure
that everyone who has read the book dislikes Mrs. Bennet, but what
are everyone’s reasons?

ACTRESS A. She_ encourages her daughter to be ditsy, causing
mayhem in the society, and ruins the reputation of her family.

ACTRESS B. Her nerves, her poor nerves! Is that not reason enough?

ACTOR A. Her dialogue adds to the length of the book, which I
have no intention of reading,.

ACTOR B. You think your mother’s embarrassing? She’s got nothing
on Mrs. Bennet. Mrs. Bennet is a small-minded, vulgar woman
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with no sense of social tact, and she continually offers up too much
information. She refuses to filter her thoughts before speaking. No
wonder Bingley’s sister Caroline is so turned off by her.

(ACTRESS B becomes CAROLINE J)

CAROLINE. The mother is intolerable, and the youngest sisters not
worth speaking to. Still, one could wish to be better acquainted with
the two eldest, Miss Bennet, and Elizabeth.

(ALL remain for the next scene.)

End

ACTOR B. A Party at the Home of Charlotte Lucas.

ACTRESS A. Occupied in observing Mr. Bingley’s attention to
her sister, Elizabeth was far from suspecting that she was herself
becoming an object of some interest in the eyes of his friend.

DARCY. (Looking at ELIZABETH, who is speaking with CHARLOTTE:)
Mr. Darcy had at first scarcely allowed Elizabeth to be pretty. But
o sooner had he made it clear to himself and his friends that she
had hardly a good feature in her face, than he began to notice
the beautiful and intelligent expression of her dark eyes. Equally
mortifying, he was forced to acknowledge her figure to be light and
pleasing. He began to wish to know more of her.

ELIZABETH. Charlotte, what does Mr. Darcy mean by listening to
my conversations?

CHARLOTTE. That is a question which only Mr. Darcy can answer.

ELIZABETH. If he does it any more, I shall certainly let him know
that I see what he is about.

(DARCY approaches.)
CHARLOTTE. Perhaps you may ask him now.

ELIZABETH. Did not you think, Mr. Darcy, that I expressed myself
uncommonly well when I was teasing Colonel Foster to give us a

ball at Meryton?

DARCY. With great energy; but it is a subject which always makes
a lady energetic.

ELIZABETH. You are severe on us.
ACTOR B. Just then, Elizabeth’s sister Mary—
ACTRESS B. —an extremely dull gal—

Scene 4



