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BINQLEY. (Identifies himself as he says his own name:) In a few days
Mr. Bingley returned Mr. Bennet's visit. He had entertained hopes,
of being admitted to a sight of the five young ladies, of whose beauty
he had heard much, but he saw only the father.

(ACTOR A enters, with a need to know something.)

ACTOR A. Question: In the novel Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen,
how many sisters were there in the Bennet family?

ACTRESS B. Best Answer, Chosen by Voters: There are five Bennet
sisters in the novel Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen. The eldest one
is Jane Bennet who is very pretty and always the center of attraction
though shy. The second sister is our very own...Elizabeth Bennet,
who gets married later to Darcy. She is a gal who lives life on her owr{
terms (what a bliss the story was!!) Then there is Mary, an extremely
dull gal, Lydia (in the novel she elopes with Wickham), and Kitty. God
bless Jane Austen for writing such a marvell! .

MRS. BENNET. If I can but see one of my daughters happily settled—

ACTRESS B. (Inferrupting:) Must add that Elizabeth is one of the
best etched characters in the history of novels!!

MRS. BENNET. (As ever, displeased to be interrupted: i

: ; pted:) happily settled
with such a man, and all the others equally well ma?i)ec%, I shall
have nothing to wish for. /

Scene 2

ACTOR B. The Ball at Meryton.
(The focus shifts to ACTRESS A.)

ACTRESS A. (Wants to share something special with us;) A letter from
Jane Austen to her sister, Cassandra:

JANE AUSTEN. My dear Cassandra,

Thgre were twenty dances, and I danced them all, and without any
fatigue. I was glad to find myself capable of dancing so much, and
with so much satisfaction as I did. I had not thought myself elqual
to it, but I fancy I could just as well dance for a week together as for
half an hour. My black cap was openly admired by Mrs. Lefroy, and
secretly I imagine by everybody else in the room. ,

[ thank you for your long letter, and T am full of joy at much of your
1nformat1on; that you should have been to a ball, and have danced
atit, and supped with the Prince, and that you should meditate the
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purchase of a new muslin gown, are delightful circumstances. I am
determined to buy a handsome one whenever I can.

You deserve a longer letter than this; but it is my unhappy fate seldom
to treat people so well as they deserve... God bless you!

ACTOR B. (Not minding the interruption, even appreciative;) The Ball at
Meryton

ACTRESS B. Mr. Bingley is to come to dinner.

ACTRESS A. Mr. Bingley cannot come to dinner, as he is called
away to town.

ACTRESS C. (Clarifying:) “Town” is London.

ACTOR A. I have heard he is gone to get a large party for the ball
at Meryton.

ACTRESS B. I have heard he is to bring twelve ladies and seven
gentleman with him.

ACTRESS C. I have heard it is not twelve, but only six: his five sisters
and a cousin.

ACTRESS A. When the party entered the assembly room, there
were only four altogether: Mr. Bingley, his two sisters,

ACTOR A. and a Mr. Darcy.

ACTRESS B. Mr. Bingley was good-looking and gentleman-like: a
pleasant countenance and easy, unaffected manners.

(MRS. BENNET steps forward with Jane to address MR.
BINGLEY.)

MRS. BENNET. Mr. Bingley, won’t you allow me to introduce my
eldest daughter, Jane.

BINGLEY. Miss Bennet.

MRS. BENNET. I was certain you would want to meet her. Truly, I
believe Jane is the most beautiful of my five daughters.

JANE. Mother, please.

BINGLEY. I dare say your mother does your sisters no disservice by
this claim. Might I have this dance, Miss Bennet?

JANE. Certainly, Mr. Bingley.

(During the following, MR. BINGLEY and JANE dance through
the room.)
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ACTOR A. Mr. Bingley’s friend, Mr. Darcy—
ACTRESS C. (Swooning:) Mr. Darcy...
ACTRESS A. (Swooning more:) Mr. Darcy...

ACTOR A. (Stepping forward, to clear up this issue once and for all;) Mr.
Fitzwilliam Darcy is a fictional character and one of two protagonists
in Jane Austen’s novel Pride and Prejudice. He is an archetype of the
aloof romantic hero.

ACTRESS C. It is a truth universally acknowledged that Mr. Darcy
is the ideal man. He’s tall, rich, handsome, and misunderstood.

(She pulls out a sweatshirt from an unexpected spot.)

Tasteful attire for those who dream of finding their own Darcy, white
sweatshirt is 50/50 cotton blend; T-shirt is 100% cotton. Imported.
Sizes M-XXL.

ACTRESS A. His friend Mr. Darcy drew the attention of the room
by his fine, tall person, handsome features, and the report which
was in general circulation within five minutes: of his having ten
thousand a year.

ACTOR A. More than half a million a year by today’s standards. He
might have been among the richest hundred men in England.

ACTRESS C. He was looked at with great admiration for about half
the evening, till his manners turned the tide of his popularity, and
Mr. Darcy was discovered to be the proudest, most disagreeable
man in the world.

(ACTOR B now commands our attention, as the sound of a film
projector comes in. He may be finding these quotes on his iPhone.)

ACTOR B. Movie quotes from Pride and Prejudice (1940):

(For each of these three snippets, ACTRESS A assumes a new pose
as ELIZABETH.)

ELIZABETH. Of all the arrogant, detestable snobs!
ACTOR B. Movie quotes from Pride and Prejudice (1995 miniseries):
ACTRESS C. (Unable to contain herself:) (With Colin Firth!)

(ELIZABETH glares at ACTRESS C for the interruption.
ACTRESS C steps aside or sits outside of the action.)

ELIZABETH. Well! Did you ever meet such a proud disagreeable
man!

ACTOR B. Movie quotes from Pride and Prejudice (2005):
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ELIZABETH. (Perhaps sounding a touch like Keira Knightley:) He looks
miserable, poor soul.

(The scene resumes, as ACTOR B becomes MR. BINGLE\{ again,
and ACTOR A becomes MR. DARCY. ELIZABETH sits at a
slight distance from them, while JANE watches from another part
of the stage.)
BINGLEY. Come, Darcy. I must have you dance. I hate to see you
standing about by yourself in this manner. You had much better
dance.

DARCY. I certainly shall not. You know how I detest it, Bingley,
unless I am particularly acquainted with my partner. At such an
assembly as this, it would be insupportable. Your sisters are engaged,
and there is not another woman in the room whom it could not be a
punishment to me to dance with.

ELIZABETH. Elizabeth was sitting nearby, and overheard their
conversation.

BINGLEY. Upon my honor, I never met with so many pleasant girls
in my life as I have this evening.

DARCY. You have been dancing with the only handsome girl in the
room.
JANE. He said, looking at Jane.

BINGLEY. Oh! She is the most beautiful creature I ever beheld! But
there is one of her sisters sitting down just behind you, who is very
pretty, and I dare say, very agreeable. Do let me ask my partner to
introduce you.

DARCY. Which do you mean?

BINGLEY. Why, the next eldest, Miss Elizabeth Bennet.
DARCY. He looked for a moment at Elizabeth.

ELIZABETH. When she caught his eye, he withdrew his gaze.

DARCY. She is tolerable, but not handsome enough tp tempt me. You
had better return to your partner and enjoy her smiles, for you are
wasting your time with me.

BINGLEY. Mr. Bingley followed his advice with pleasure.

he
E n dMRS. BENNET.)

MRS. BENNET. Oh! My dear—said Mrs. Bennet to her husband
after the ball—I am quite delighted with Mr. Bingley. He danced
twice with Jane, and everybody said how beautiful she looked. As



